
To reduce the risk of contamination from these particles, certain rules should be 
followed both on-site and when cleaning equipment.

Steps to remove personal protective equipment post-fire

Principles for safe handling and cleaning of used PPE in a workshop

Awareness of these risks and the cleaning of equipment 
are critical to the safety of firefighters, as toxic particles 
settle on their clothing and gear. 

Personal protection for first responders and workshop technicians

Solutions for your cleaning requirements in your workshop

Disclaimer:

The displayed portfolio provides an overview of possible safety gear. The selection of 
the applicable protection level is always dependent on a risk assessment based on the 
local situation and SOPs. Be prepared for fast changing conditions or situations.

Respiratory health 
for first responders

High exposure to hazardous substances

Toxic particles are a huge hazard – 
even after the operation

Reduce your risk of exposure to contaminants

Our solutions for the challenge of contaminationOur solutions for the challenge of contaminationOur solutions for the challenge of contamination

111

555

222

666

444333

777

Customized solutions
for manual cleaning

Harstra Wash 6HP

X-pect 4800X-plore 1900 X-pect 8110

X-plore 8000 SPC 2400 PVC/Flexothane

Harstra drying cabinet
F12

Harstra Wash 9HP

Harstra drying cabinet
M18

Detergents

Stay safe.
We provide solutions to protect you at every step, 
even when the danger isn’t visible.

The concentration of these harmful chemicals is 
higher during the fire incident, so a thorough 
aftercare is essential.

Remove gear (turnout 
gear, helmet, SCBA) 
away from the fire as 
quickly as possible, 
while wearing gloves 
and a mask to protect 

skin and airways.

Contaminated 
equipment should be 

packed in airtight 
bags or boxes, 

labelled for service 
and transported away 

from people.

Wash your hands, 
neck and face 

immediately after use 
and always clean your 
hands before eating.

Divide the workshop into 
separate areas for 

contaminated and clean 
equipment to avoid cross-

contamination.

Always use appropriate 
protective gear when 

handling contaminated 
equipment in the 

workshop.

Observe the 
manufacturer's cleaning 
instructions to ensure 

proper results and avoid 
adverse effects on 
product properties.

Encapsulate and 
transport gear 

properly and shower 
as soon as possible to 
remove any remaining 

contamination.

Workshop Solutions: Stationary and containerized options available

Firefighters face not only immediate dangers but also long-term health 
risks from carcinogens and toxic substances. Even after the fire is out, 
soot and vapors on protective equipment can lead to contamination. 
Repeated exposure through skin contact or inhalation poses serious 
health risks, often going unnoticed due to delayed effects.

Source: International Agency for Research on Cancer, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), USA et al.


