Putting it into perspective

Emissions from 6 hours of general anaesthesia in steady state, converted into 9,067
kilometres travelled by car depending on used fresh gas flow and anaesthetic agent.
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Six hours of high-flow anaesthesia
using desflurane produce the same
amount of emissions as driving a car

from LA to New York and back again.
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Sources: Sherman J.D. & Berkow L. (2019). Scaling up inhaled anesthetic practice improvement:
The role of environmental sustainability metrics. Anesth Analg. 128(6), pp. 1060-1062.



