
Reduce your risk of exposure 
to contaminants in the workshop

Guidelines for minimizing exposure to contaminants

Residues from fires, such as toxic soot 
particles, can settle on firefighters’ 
clothing and personal protective 
equipment. By following appropriate 
procedures in the workshop you can stay 
away from hazards which come with 
exposure to contaminated PPE.

Lowering health-risks by 
avoiding cross-contamination 
in the workshop 

Lowering health-risks by 
avoiding cross-contamination 
in the workshop 

Consider all equipment 
used at a fire incident 
as contaminated. 

Be aware that the 
routes of contamination 
are through the skin, 
respiratory system and 
digestive tract.

Establish a process for 
handling used PPE, which 
prevents direct contact 
with the contaminated 
equipment.

Divide your workshop 
into areas for 
contaminated vs 
clean equipment 

Clean the concerned 
bags and boxes which 
contained contaminated 
equipment

As long as you are 
working in the workshop 
area of contaminated 
equipment wear 
appropriate PPE

Observe manufacturer’s 
instructions for cleaning 
to achieve the intended 
cleaning result and
avoidance of adverse 
effects on product 
properties

Take into account the 
type of use and the 
type of contamination 
for the corresponding 
treatment process
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